expertise of the principal author who is an acknowledged authority.
The remaining chapters are well written, but offer little new information in the areas they cover; perhaps not much more than in the relevant chapters in the standard texts. Although the latest [at time of publication] references on the subjects are included, in this era of internet access to the latest literature, one could question the need for this type of publication.
This series would be best suited to the library of either a larger department or university, where funding is generous.
M This book is intended to provide a detailed, current evaluation of a diverse range of clinical monitoring techniques. The title is a little confusing as there is no transoesophageal echocardiography content in this volume of the series.
The book begins with a review of monitors of brain and spinal cord function. Newer techniques such as cerebral oxygenation monitoring are well covered, although surprisingly, BIS monitoring is only mentioned in passing. This is followed by chapters on neuromuscular function monitoring and intraoperative temperature monitoring. While the scope of the latter was broad enough to incorporate a useful discussion on both the adverse effects and therapeutic uses of hypothermia, the absence of any mention of nasopharyngeal temperature monitoring is a significant omission.
The chapter on coagulation monitoring in the perioperative period is outstanding. There is an excellent summary of contemporary understanding of coagulation and the perioperative focus provides some valuable clinical insights into the strengths and limitations of current monitoring techniques.
The following chapter is on point-of-care technologies. While the discussion on regulatory and economic issues has an American focus, this is an interesting overview of the devices available and more broadly, on the factors that may affect the growth in their utilization (such as advances in information technology). Although the chapter on monitoring patients outside the operating room also refers to American guidelines, these do not differ significantly from the ANZCA guidelines.
The book finishes with an interesting examination of the ways in which monitoring technologies may be evaluated.
Overall, despite the uneven quality of the contributions to this book and its price, it does contain information that is not readily available elsewhere and as such would be a useful addition to a departmental library.
P This book is another excellent offering in the series of Progress in Pain Research and Management published by IASP Press. It consists of 28 chapters in six parts, many written by recognized experts in the field.
Part 1, entitled "Conceptualizing Pain", starts with concise summaries of basic mechanisms, family and cultural influences and the current biopsychosocial models of pain. Part 2 focuses on the psychosocial assessment of acute and chronic pain, mood and anxiety disorders, and somatoform disorders and their impact on pain perception and complaints. Part 3 explores treatment goals with an evidencebased discussion of psychopharmacology, cognitivebehavioural management, biofeedback, relaxation and hypnosis. Part 4 looks at specific complex disorders with an emphasis on the evidence for psychological interventions in the management of these disorders. Part 5 covers the special problems of patients with substance abuse, and pain in children and the elderly. Part 6 covers the "Special Issues" of coping styles, personality, gender, childhood experiences and compensation claims and reviews the risk of developing chronic pain in patients with acute pain. A useful summary of placebo analgesia completes the book.
Over all, this is a comprehensive, well-referenced text reviewing the current knowledge of the psychosocial aspects of pain and the evidence base for psychosocial interventions in pain management. The chapters in Part 5 do not provide as much direction in
